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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Wednesfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  every  annual  report  the  following  words  appear  “the 
general  health  of  the  population  is  satisfactory.”  Behind  this 
sentence  there  lies  a  great  deal  of  activity  from  the  Public  Health 
Department  to  ensure  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  able 
to  reiterate  these  words  annually.  On  the  following  pages  will 
be  found  details  of  the  activity  in  many  fields  throughout  the 
district  but  some  comment  about  one  or  two  items  will  not  be  out 
of  place. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  the  vital 
statistics  relating  to  Wednesfield  since  the  population  structure 
is  a  rather  artificial  one  and  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  are  not 
necessarily  significant. 

It  is  disappointing  once  again  to  have  to  refer  to  an  infant’s 
death  from  whooping  cough.  In  1963  there  was  also  one  death 
from  this  disease  and  of  all  the  infectious  diseases  this  should  be 
preventable.  Immunisation  of  infants  is  a  quick  safe  procedure 
but  it  is  still  true  to  say  we  are  only  dealing  with  a  minority  of 
infants  in  the  district.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  will  get  deaths 
from  infectious  diseases  and  outbreaks  of  other  infectious  diseases 
such  as  poliomyelitis  as  long  as  parents  will  not  take  elementary 
precautions  which  are  available  to  them.  The  pattern  of  other 
causes  of  death  throughout  the  district  remain  relatively  unchanged. 

During  the  year  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  welfare  meals 
service  was  expanded  to  include  luncheon  clubs.  The  main  burden 
has  fallen  on  volunteer  workers  and  on  the  already  overworked 
kitchen  staffs.  These  people  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  helping 
to  run  these  services  and  it  is  great  credit  to  them  that  the  service 
has  proved  so  popular.  The  W.V.S.  have  continued  to  provide 
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volunteers  for  the  meals  on  wheels  round  and  it  is  hoped  that 
further  improvements  to  the  service  will  be  appreciated  when  a 
van  is  purchased 

Throughout  most  of  1964  Dr.  Baines  was  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  but  I  would  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  help  and  cooperation  after  my  appointment.  The 
Public  Health  Committee  and  Members  of  the  Council  have 
continued  to  give  full  support  on  all  matters  concerning  public 
health. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  NEWTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  .  .  .  .  2,515  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year)  35,070 

Rateable  Value  (at  1.4.64.)  .  £1,123,363 

General  Rate  (1964-65)  .  9s.  lOd. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  5,157 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Rating  Department  for  the  following 
information: — 


Classification  Number 

Domestic  Houses,  etc.  (as  at  1.4.64.)  10,341 

Commercial  Properties  .  1,702 

On-Licensed  Premises  .  24 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  22 

Public  Utility  7 

Educational  and  Cultural  .  17 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  .  2 

Crown  Property  .  5 

Miscellaneous  78 

Industrial  .  80 


The  District  is  bounded  on  its  Northern  Aspect  by  Cannock 
Rural  District,  on  the  North  West,  West  and  South  West  sides 
by  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  and  on  the  South 
East,  East  and  North  East  by  Willenhall  Urban  District. 

The  elevation  is  higher  than  the  majority  of  its  environs  and 
is  in  most  parts  450-525  ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  trades  which 
represents  a  typical  cross-section  of  the  Black  Country  community, 
i.e.  a  variety  of  iron  and  steel  work  with  tube-making  a  prominent 
activity,  foundry  work,  coal  mining,  etc.  More  peculiar  to  the 
district  are  keysmiths,  locksmiths  and  steel  trap  makers. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  satisfactory. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

(Figures  in  Parenthesis  indicate  1963  Statistics) 
Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  35,070  (34,730) 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

.  389 

326 

Illegitimate  . 

.  12 

16 

401 

342  Total 

743 

(740) 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

21.18 

(21.91) 

Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

(area  comparability  factor — 0.75) 

15.88 

(16.43) 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

.  7 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

.  .  . 

— 

7 

3  Total 

10 

(21) 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

13.2 

(27.6) 

Total  births  . 

753 

(761) 

Illegitimate  births 

as  a  percentage  of  all  births 

3.7 

(3.5) 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  . 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths 


18  (18) 

24.2  (24.3) 

14.8  (16.2) 

25.2  (43.4) 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Number  of  deaths 


0 


DEATHS  (All  causes 

Male 

142 

Female 

99 

Total 

241 

(227) 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  death  rate  (area  comparability 

6.8 

(6.5) 

factor  1.96)  . 

13.3 

(12.8) 

EXCESS  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS  OVER  DEATHS 

502 

(513) 

POPULATION  CHANGE 

Number 

+ 

340 

(530) 

Percentage 

+ 

0.97 

(1.55) 
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Notes  on  Vital  Statistics 


As  in  the  past  few  years  the  population  increase  is  slowing 
down,  this  is  inevitable  as  the  rate  of  new  building  slows  and  the 
population  becomes  more  stable.  New  housing  developments 
planned  in  the  Hickman  Street  area  will  cause  some  further  fluctua¬ 
tion  in  the  next  few  years. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  showed  an  improvement  over  last 
year’s  experience  but  these  figures  show  very  marked  fluctuation 
and  it  is  probably  not  correct  to  come  to  any  conclusions  about  this 
change.  When  one  examines  the  detailed  causes  of  the  infant  deaths 
it  is  apparent  that  because  of  the  small  numbers  there  is  this 
fluctuation.  It  is  unlikely  that  any  marked  improvement  can  be 
gained  except  that  there  was  one  death  from  whooping  cough. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  and 
there  was  certainly  a  small  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  illegi¬ 
timate  births. 

Once  again  the  prime  causes  of  death  throughout  the  district 
were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  cardio  vascular  system.  There  were 
no  other  causes  of  death  peculiar  to  the  district. 


w 

m 

< 

H 


>< 

O 

* 

< 


ffl 

H 

< 

W 

Q 

fc 

O 

co 

W 

CO 

< 

u 

O 

S5 

HH 

>< 

PC 

w 

Q 

% 

P3 


CO 

05 


*-> 

o3 

>< 


CO 

P 

+■> 

O 


CO  Ih 

X!  $ 

4->  0) 

s- 

CO 


o 

+j  co 
co  X 

_G  +■> 

5  P 

p  o 


CO 


CO 


o  „ 

4-)  co 
r~| 

C/3  Tj 

^  c 

<u  o 

CD  tO 

CO 

tH 


o  „ 

4_>  CO 
M 

X  (D 
D  D 
D  > 


o 

+-1  X 
K  QJ 
>1  D 
P  > 

Q  > 


p 


u 

D 

ro  n 
p  P 

£>  - 


H 

< 

W 

a 

P 

o 

w 

co 

P 

< 

CJ 


CO  f-, 


0^1 


qo 


01 


CM 


co 


cq 


CO 


>,  >> 

•c  .H, 

P  CJ 


P 

P 

D 

Ih 

fP 


w 


co 

P 

o 

•  H 

4-> 

P 


Ih 

O 

SH 

P 


P 

4-> 

a 

D 

bo 

P 

O 

u 


p 

O 


o 

D 


in 

o 

4-> 

P 

D 

'X 

CO 

D 

Ph 


P 

o 

•  »-p 

+-> 

o 

D 


p 

P 

•  H 

4-> 

co 

D 


O 


CO 

P 

o 


co 

D 

CO 

P 

P 

o 


< 


tc 

p 

5 

D 


co 

P 

o 

•  I— * 

-t-> 

o 

D 


Ih 

D 

X 

4-> 

o 


P 

X 

a 

o 

o 

p 

co 

P 

CO 

D 

X 

Ph 


P 

•  H 

X 

H 

X 

CO 

< 

P 

+-> 

P 

D 

X 

•  rH 

O 

O 

<tj 


CO 

p 

< 

H 

O 

H 


Ih 

D 

X 

+-> 

o 


s 


TABLE  II. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DURING  1964 

Registrar-General’s  Return 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— • 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

14 

1 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

13 

10 

23 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

— 

2 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

13 

20 

33 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

24 

16 

40 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

3 

8 

Other  Heart  Disease 

12 

7 

19 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

6 

14 

Bronchitis 

11 

2 

13 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

2 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

12 

26 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide  . 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 

2 

All  Causes 

142 

99 

241 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1964 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
General — See  Table  III 


Typhoid  Fever 

The  big  event  in  1964  was  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in 
Aberdeen.  There  were  no  persons  affected  from  Wednesfield  and 
only  one  tin  of  corned  beef  was  found  in  the  district  which  might 
have  been  implicated.  The  reason  for  giving  prominence  to  this 
outbreak  is  that  it  gave  the  Health  Department  a  chance  to  visit 
all  food  handlers  and  shopkeepers  and  emphasise  the  prime  import¬ 
ance  of  good  standards  of  hygiene.  It  is  certain  that  unless  these 
standards  are  maintained  we  shall  have  further  outbreaks  of 
infectious  diseases  in  the  community. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  middle  of 
1964  and  after  suspected  food  had  been  submitted  for  analysis  the 
causative  food  was  found  to  be  pressed  pork  manufactured  at  a 
large  factory  in  the  Midlands.  The  remainder  of  stocks  of  this  food 
were  withdrawn  from  the  shop  and  contact  made  with  the  inspectorate 
of  the  district  in  which  the  factory  was  located.  The  salmonella 
organisms  responsible  for  the  outbreak  were  traced  to  a  number  of 
places  throughout  the  Midlands  and  seven  outbreaks  originated  from 
this  same  factory  were  discovered.  Three  of  the  staff  at  the  factory 
were  excretors  of  the  salmonella  organisms  and  these  were  dealt 
with  satisfactorily. 

Dysentery 

There  was  one  case  of  dysentery  notified  within  the  district. 

Whooping  Cough 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  report  again  that  there  was  a 
death  of  a  child  from  whooping  cough.  The  number  of  cases  of  all 
ages  rose  from  28  in  1963  to  35  this  year.  This  death  outlines  the 
continued  need  for  early  immunisation  of  infants  and  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  a  continued  effort  is  needed  to  prevent  the  public 
becoming  complacent  about  these  infectious  diseases. 

Measles 

There  were  rather  more  measles  cases  notified  than  one  would 
have  expected.  This  number  is  likely  to  be  exceeded  in  1965  due  to 
the  biennial  periodicity  of  the  disease. 
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Tuberculosis 

The  total  number  of  persons  on  the  register  was  185,  there  being 
a  small  increase  on  the  figure  for  1963.  New  cases  notified  during 
the  year  totalled  1 1  and  all  but  two  of  these  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

Cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary  .  Male  93  (88)  Female  76  (80) 

Non-Pulmonary  .  Male  7  (5)  Female  9  (8) 


New  Cases 


1944 

28 

1954 

16 

1955 

15 

1956 

15 

1957 

27 

1958 

33 

1959 

16 

1960 

13 

1961 

21 

1962 

11 

1963 

9 

1964 

11 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  district  is,  of  course,  served  by  the  familiar  Family  Doctor, 
Dental  and  Ophthalmic  services  which  need  no  further  description, 
but  there  are  other  services  designed  to  preserve  and  promote  health 
which  largely  emanate  from  Staffordshire  County  Council  and  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Chief  Officer  of  the  County  Council  responsible  for  the  Health 
Services  is  Dr.  G.  Ramage,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer.  For  the  purpose  of  administering 
these  services  (other  than  School  Health  Service)  the  County  is 
divided  into  areas  each  with  an  Area  Health  Committee  served  by  an 
Area  Medical  Officer.  Wednesfield  is  in  No.  9  area,  the  Area  Medical 
Officer  being  Dr.  H.  A.  H.  Summers — offices,  20  Hydes  Road, 
Wednesbury  (Tel.  Wednesbury  0961).  Some  features  of  the  services 
as  experienced  locally  are: — 

School  Health  Services  include  periodical  examination  of  school 
children,  provision  of  immunisation  facilities,  specialist  examination 
and/or  treatment  of  disease  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  dental  and 
ophthalmic  clinics,  and  also  speech  therapy  and  physiotherapy  clinics. 
The  well  equipped  dental  suite  in  the  new  combined  clinic  in  Alfred 
Squire  Road  has  proved  a  great  boon  to  children  and  expectant 
mothers. 

Maternity  Services.  By  the  year’s  end  the  number  of  midwives 
remained  at  six.  Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  weekly  during  the 
year  at  the  new  clinic  in  Alfred  Squire  Road  and  at  Guest  Avenue 
and  Olinthus  Avenue  clinics.  The  midwives  work  with  the  Family 
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Doctor  and  with  local  authority  doctors  attending  at  the  clinics  and 
in  addition  to  caring  for  the  mothers  and  babies  before  and  during 
labour  and  during  the  lying-in  period  are  responsible  for  providing 
reports  on  the  domestic  circumstances  of  those  expectant  mothers 
whose  domestic  circumstances  might  provide  grounds  for  hospital 
confinement.  Hospital  confinement  can  also  be  arranged  for  those 
cases  where  there  are  particular  medical  indications.  However, 
during  the  year  under  review  the  proportion  of  hospital  confinements 
again  was  considerably  less  than  experienced  nationally  and  less  than 
many  medical  authorities  have  considered  desirable.  No  doubt  this 
situation  will  have  to  be  endured  until  there  are  more  maternity 
beds  available. 

Health  Visitors  are  very  important  members  of  the  health  team  and  in 
1964  there  were  three  full-time  and  one  part-time  practising  in 
Wednesfield.  There  were  also  two  school  nurses  who  help  considerably 
in  many  of  the  routine  jobs  and  so  release  the  health  visitor  for  her 
main  work  in  the  home. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  continued  to  be  held  weekly  during  the  year 
at  Alfred  Squire  Road,  Guest  Avenue,  Olinthus  Avenue  and  the 
temporary  clinic  at  Ashmore  Park.  These  clinics  were  attended  by 
Health  Visitors  and  local  authority  doctors.  Prospect  of  a  new  clinic 
at  Ashmore  Park  became  more  of  a  realitv  at  the  end  of  1964  and  it 
is  hoped  that  this  much  needed  facility  can  be  started  in  the  near 
future.  The  attendances  at  these  clinics  continue  to  be  very  high 
throughout  the  district  and  the  routine  tasks  of  immunisation, 
health  education  and  distribution  of  welfare  foods  were  attended  to. 
Any  items  requiring  medical  attention  were  of  course  referred  to  the 
General  Practitioner.  These  clinics  continue  to  provide  an  ideal 
serting  for  health  education  and  a  true  attempt  at  preventive 
medicine. 

Home  Nursing  is  carried  out  by  District  Nurses  working  in  the  home 
on  a  wide  variety  of  duties  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Family 
Doctors. 

A  Day  Nursery  in  Wednesfield  has  26  places  for  the  children  of 
mothers  who  work  (usually  through  necessity)  or  who  are  temporarily 
or  permanently  handicapped  in  the  matter  of  properly  caring  for 
their  children. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomye¬ 
litis  and  smallpox  was  carried  out  by  Family  Doctors  as  agents  of  the 
County  Council  and,  the  same  services  were  provided  in  schools  and 
infant  welfare  clinics. 


Home  Helps  and  neighbourly  helps  continued  to  provide  valuable 
assistance  in  the  home  for  the  acute  and  chronically  ill,  the  infirm, 
expectant  mothers  and  other  groups  in  need. 

Ambulances  were  provided  mainly  from  local  stations,  the  nearest 
being  at  Darlaston,  from  where  a  24-hour  service  was  operated  with 
overall  radio  control  from  the  Tipton  station. 

Hospitals  and  Clinics  for  the  immediate  area  and  most  convenient 
for  Wednesheld  residents  are  : — 

General 

Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Eye  Diseases 

Eye  Infirmary,  Wolverhampton. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Bilston. 

Parkhelds  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Kingswinford  Isolation  Hospital. 

Maternity 

New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Women's  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Chest  Clinic 

Bell  Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

OTHER  CONTRIBUTING  SERVICES 

The  Public  Health  Taboratory,  Martin  Street,  Stafford,  is  used 
by  General  Practitioners,  Tocal  Authorities  and  Hospitals  for  a  great 
variety  of  bacteriological,  virological  and  serological  examinations 
and  its  assistance  in  investigating  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases 
is  invaluable. 

The  County  Analyist  and  his  staff,  also  at  Stafford,  are  responsible 
for  analyses  of  a  great  variety  of  chemicals  and  foods  and  are  often 
of  great  assistance  to  local  authorities,  including  that  of  the  Urban 
District. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 


Welfare  Meals 

Following  the  start  of  the  meals  on  wheels  service  in  1963  it  was 
possible  to  expand  slowly  throughout  the  year.  The  demand  remains 
fairly  steady  at  about  80  meals  a  week.  Once  the  flatlets  were 
completed  it  was  possible  to  have  separate  Hotlock  for  the  old  people 
at  this  housing  scheme  and  this  meant  that  the  number  of  meals 
provided  could  be  greatly  increased. 

The  kitchen  staff  have  once  again  been  most  co-operative  and 
it  is  mainly  due  to  their  continued  co-operation  that  the  service  has 
expanded  so  satisfactorily. 

A  luncheon  club  started  at  Wood  End  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
and  this  has  proved  highly  satisfactory  and  a  further  club  suggested 
at  Pickering  Road  and  possibly  other  centres  throughout  the  district. 
Approximately  150  meals  were  being  provided  each  week  and  the 
service  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all  the  recipients.  Further 
extension  is  of  course  desirable  and  the  main  problems  posed  by  this 
service  are  ones  of  transport  every  week  and  enough  volunteers  to 
maintain  a  satisfactory  service.  For  these  meals  the  old  people  pay 
Is.  0d.,  the  rest  of  the  cost  being  met  by  the  District  Council  and  the 
County  Council  in  equal  proportions. 


HOUSING,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 

(Based  on  information  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager, 

Mr.  I.  J.  Patterson,  A.I.H.M. 

Accommodation  for  elderly  persons,  provided  in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Council. 

The  flatlet  block  at  Hodson  Close,  Ashmore  Park,  was  completed 
during  the  year,  and  contains  26  specially  designed  bed-sitter  flatlets 
for  elderly  persons.  Also  included  is  a  common  room  with  T.V. 
annexe,  cloakrooms,  laundry,  guest  bedroom,  and  a  flat  for  occupation 
by  the  Warden  and  her  family.  A  bell  system  of  the  same  type  as 
included  in  the  bungalow  section  of  the  scheme,  (see  1963  report) 
has  been  installed. 

The  accommodation  has  been  allocated  to  single  elderly  persons, 
both  male  and  female,  and  although  many  refusals  were  encountered 
from  persons  suitable  for  this  type  of  property,  it  is  pleasurable  to 
record  that  those  who  are  now  living  there  are  both  happy  and 
contented. 
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Transfers  and  Exchanges 

During  1964  over  200  transfers  were  carried  out — well  over  twice 
the  total  for  1963.  As  before,  a  proportion  were  solely  or  partly  on 
account  of  substantiated  medical  factors. 

Housing  in  General 

With  the  completion  of  much  of  Section  V  on  the  Ashmore  Park 
Estate,  the  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  progress  in  the  lettings 
field.  Emphasis  was  placed  upon  Slum  Clearance  rehousing  and, 
47  families  were  allocated  accommodation  during  the  calendar  year. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE,  SMOKE  CONTROL 

Details  of  activities  in  these  fields  and  in  the  field  of  housing 
repairs  and  improvements,  food  hygiene,  pest  control,  etc.,  etc.,  will 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Mains  Water  Supply 

The  following  information  is  based  on  a  report  supplied  by  the 
Water  Engineer,  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E., 
of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  on  the  mains 
water  supply  to  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  ,1964. 

’’Sources  of  Supply” 


River  Water  .  River  Worfe,  Cosford. 

Boreholes  .  Cosford,  Tettenhall,  Dimmingsdale, 

Hilton,  Bratch,  Tom  Hill,  Rindleford 
and  Neachley. 


Distributed  Water 

1.  The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  saisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  Bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water  have  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 

3.  There  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  distributed 
water. 

4.  The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

5.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  falls  within  the 
range  0.01  to  0.11  parts  per  million  of  fluorine.” 

(For  comparison  the  level  of  fluoride  aimed  at  in  fluoridation 
schemes  for  combating  tooth  decay  is  one  part  per  million). 


Wells 

A  few  deep  wells  are  still  in  use  in  Wednesfield,  all  but  one  in 
the  Sandpits  area,  and  are  sampled  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  their 
wholesomeness. 


Sewage  Disposal 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Urban 
District,  Mr  T.  A.  Peacock,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Cert. B. I.,  for  the  following 
report  on  sewage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  year  ending  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1964. 

The  Sewage  Disposals  Works  at  both  High  Level  and  Low  Level 
sections  are  overloaded,  and  a  Contract  is  in  progress  for  extending 
the  works,  and  the  completion  of  this  scheme  will  provide  capacity 
for  the  total  estimated  flows  at  1971.  The  Contract  commenced  in 
September  1964  and  is  scheduled  to  take  about  two  years. 

The  various  flows  at  the  Works  during  1964  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  Total  flow— gallons  :  468,364,000 

2.  Daily  flow  (treated) — gallons  1,203,128 

3.  Flow  through  storm  water  tanks — gallons  17,255,000 

4.  Grit  and  screenings  extracted — tons  262  § 

5.  Total  amount  of  wet  sludge — gallons  24,040,995 

6.  Rainfall  in  inches  21.14 

7.  Percentage  of  purification  83.29 

Sewerage 


During  the  year  work  was  completed  on  the  connection  of  14 
houses  in  Noose  Lane  to  the  sewers  of  the  Willenhall  Urban  District 
Council. 

Work  was  also  completed  on  the  provision  of  a  Pumping  Station 
and  sewers  to  drain  some  16  properties  at  Fibbersley  to  the  sewers 
of  the  Willenhall  Urban  District  Council. 

Surface  water  sewers  were  laid  in  the  north  western  part  of  the 
district  in  and  around  Cannock  Road  to  relieve  flooding  in  this  part 
of  the  district. 

A  flood  relief  overflow  sewer  was  laid  in  the  Graiseley  Lane  area. 

Works  of  sewering  were  being  carried  out  on  the  fourth  section 
of  Ashmore  Park  Estate  to  provide  for  a  further  500/600  dwellings. 
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MISCELLANY 


Notes  on  Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Wednesfield. 

The  following  notes  were  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Parry, 
the  Local  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Wolverhampton. 

“Wednesfield  Urban  District  is  part  of  the  area  served  by  the 
Wolverhampton  Employment  Exchange  so  that  statistics  of  employ¬ 
ment  and  unemployment  relating  solely  to  the  Urban  District  are  not 
available.  The  Wolverhampton  statistics  however  are  not  irrelevant 
to  a  survey  of  Wednesfield  in  this  context. 

Wedneshekbs  main  industries  are  ferrous  tube  manufacture  and 
manipulation,  vehicle  components,  metal  pressings,  iron  and  steel 
founding,  general  engineering,  metal  reclamation  and  building. 

The  year  1964  was  notable  for  the  high  level  of  labour  demand 
which  prevailed  throughout.  The  numbers  of  vacancies  for  adults 
recorded  at  the  Wolverhampton  Employment  Exchange,  a  substantial 
proportion  of  them  at  factories  in  Wednesfield,  ranged  from  873  in 
January  to  1112  in  mid  year  and  to  1002  in  December.  Factory 
vacancies  were  for  skilled  and  unskilled  persons.  In  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  the  pressure  for  skilled  engineering  workers  became  intense. 
Commercial  vacancies  were  mainly  for  draughtsmen,  clerks  of  all 
types,  typists  and  shorthand-typists. 

Immigrants  from  the  Commonwealth  continued  to  arrive 
throughout  the  year  but  the  numbers  were  small. 

The  unemployment  percentage  in  Wolverhampton  and  Wednes¬ 
field  was  1.4  in  January  which  represented  1589  persons  and  .7  in 
December  which  represented  733  persons.  Comparative  percentages 
for  Great  Britain  were  2.2  and  1.5. 

The  year  closed  with  industry  generally  confident  about  prospects 
for  1965.  The  major  factor  restricting  output  in  many  factories  was 
the  shortage  of  labour  and  no  short  term  alleviation  seemed  likely; 
no  resources  of  labour  were  available  in  other  parts  of  the  Country.” 
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Registrar 

The  following  are  the  times  and  places  where  the  District 
Registrar,  Mr.  A.  T.  Cook,  may  be  seen  each  week  : — 


Monday 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Hall  Street,  Bilston. 

2.00  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Calves  Croft, 

Willenhall. 

Tuesday  . 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Bilston. 

2.00  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

29,  Bolton  Road, 

Wednesfield. 

Wednesday 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Bilston. 

2.00  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Willenhall. 

Thursday  . 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Bilston. 

Friday 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Bilston. 

2.00  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Wednesfield. 

Saturday  . 

10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Bilston. 

The  information  given  above  is  correct  at  the  time  of  writing. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  enforce  Section  47  of  this  Act 
which  empowers  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  elderly  persons. 

Disposal  of  Post-Confinement  Debris 

This  service  continued  throughout  the  year  being  greatly 
appreciated  by  all  concerned. 

Medical  Examinations 

Twenty-three  persons  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year  for  superannuation  purposes  or  to  determine 
their  general  fitness  for  the  work  for  which  they  had  been  chosen. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1964  and 
at  the  outset  would  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  staff 
for  their  continued  support  and  help  despite  the  fact  of  an  untimely 
cloud  being  overhead,  I  do  of  course  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
Boundary  Commission  in  regard  to  the  West  Midlands  conurbation 
and  am  pleased  to  say  that  despite  the  indecision  that  this  “cloud” 
brings  to  many  facets  of  development  that  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  my  authority  have  continued  to  put  the  well-being  of  the 
populous  within  the  urban  district  in  the  forefront  of  their  considera¬ 
tions  and  one  is  happy  to  say  that  activity  has  continued  apace  in 
general  development  and  progress  in  regard  to  environmental  health. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  your  Committee  for 
your  kindly  tolerance  and  help  over  the  year,  I  would  express  mv 
appreciation  as  I  would  also  to  my  colleagues  of  the  Council. 

“Drinking  Water — as  mentioned  in  many  of  my  previous  reports 

the  supply  of  drinking  water  at . is  very  inadequate  (this 

mentions  a  particular  district  of  Wednesfield)  not  to  say  dangerous 
from  its  impurity,  I  have  had  very  serious  cases  of  enteric  fever  in 
this  locality  which  may  possibly  be  traced  to  this  cause,  the  wells  as  a 
rule  are  shallow  and  what  water  there  is  very  scantv  and  often  in- 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  some  of  whom  have  to 
procure  their  water  supply  from  a  considerable  distance.” 

The  above  is  a  quotation  from  the  annual  report  for  the  year 
1899  when  the  population  is  recorded  as  being  4982. 

As  the  reader  peruses  the  following  pages  it  will  become  obvious 
to  him  that  not  only  has  a  tremendous  amount  of  progress  been 
undertaken  since  the  aforementioned  date  but  that  more  so  there  has 
been  a  continuance  of  a  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  which  has 
shown  its  affect  in  the  lesser  incidence  of  the  more  virile  infectious 
diseases  which  were  common  occurrence  in  the  year  and  in  the 
immediate  years  following  the  date  of  that  recorded  above. 
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Further  smoke  control  areas  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  approved  of  Council  which  will  be  largely 
operative  during  the  following  year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
progress  is  continuing  toward  the  fulfilment  of  the  target  date  for  the 
completion  of  smoke  control  in  Wednesfield  as  a  whole,  this  however, 
has  been  marred  by  the  fuel  policy  of  the  Government  through  its 
appropriate  Ministry  and  some  delay  and  difficulty  has  been 
occasioned  by  their  indecision  in  this  matter. 

However,  in  the  Housing  Act  of  1964  provision  was  made  for 
further  areas  of  property  to  benefit  from  the  payment  of  grant  which 
properties  were  outside  such  orbit  of  grant  by  reason  of  legislation 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  which  properties  were  by  virtue  of  the 
appliances  installed  required  to  fit  approved  appliances  to  econom¬ 
ically  burn  smokeless  fuel  available. 

The  decision  of  the  Government  and  their  advisers  in  this 
connection  was  wise  in  that  many  authorities  had  not  implemented 
the  requirement  of  an  add  tional  byelaw  to  insist  upon  the  installation 
of  approved  appliances  in  dwellings  constructed  after  the  passing  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Housing  Act,  1964  sought  to  remedy  this 
factor. 

One  thing  I  cannot  understand  in  a  democracy  is  the  fact  that 
it  is  readily  recognised  as  it  was  in  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  that 
approved  appliances  were  required  and  that  provision  was  made  for 
a  byelaw  to  be  operative  and  yet  left  to  local  authorities  to  approach 
the  Minister  with  proof  of  Council  Minute  and  resolutions  that  such 
a  byelaw  should  become  operative  in  their  district  then  to  be 
considered  by  the  Minister  who  states  that  a  byelaw  ought  to  be  so 
operative  and  who  finally  approves  such  a  byelaw  18  months  after 
such  a  byelaw  ought  to  be  operative  in  keeping  with  the  parent  act, 
quite  an  anomaly  but  thankfully  overcome  in  the  Housing  Act  of  1964 
coupled  with  the  introduction  of  the  rules  and  regulations  which  we 
understand  are  on  their  way  and  to  be  applied  nationally. 

Outside  the  Hickman  Street  area  there  is  very  little  slum  clear¬ 
ance  now  required  within  the  urban  district  and  progress  is  continuing 
in  the  redevelopment  and  rebuilding  of  the  Hickman  Street  area 
which  can  lead  one  to  claim  that  slum  clearance  has  virtually  finished 
in  Wednesfield  with  the  completion  of  the  redevelopment  in  this 
particular  area. 

X 

The  itinerant  caravan  dweller  remains  a  problem  which  is  being 
resolved  slowly  but  definitely  as  each  particular  parcel  of  ground  on 
to  which  they  move  is  closed  to  any  further  encroachment  once  they 
have  been  removed  and  these  sites  are  becoming  less  and  less  in  the 
district  by  reason  of  general  development. 
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These  people  are  invariably  their  own  enemies  demanding 
services  from  nearby  people  and  then  leaving  the  site  in  a  disreputable 
condition. 

This  however,  is  equalled  by  some  of  the  general  public  who  in 
this  age  of  the  increased  mobility  by  reason  of  the  motor  car  take 
their  refuse  which  they  are  unable  to  dispose  of  by  any  other  means 
i.e.,  mattresses,  beds  etc.,  and  dump  them  in  the  lanes  and  the  high¬ 
ways  of  the  countryside.  It  is  a  tragic  commentary  on  the  selfishness 
of  the  people  of  this  day,  and  I  would  feel  that  local  authorities  must 
organise  a  comprehensive  service  to  collect  all  types  of  waste  and  that 
the  local  courts  should  be  empowered  by  an  amendment  to  the  Litter 
Act  to  impose  a  fine  of  greater  cost  on  people  so  littering  the  country¬ 
side  as  a  deterrent  to  their  disgraceful  activity,  and  I  might  mention 
that  where  debris  has  been  found  deposited  with  any  particular 
traceable  detail  thereon  this  has  invariably  been  found  to  belong  to 
someone  not  resident  in  Wednesfield. 

One  records  that  the  local  authority  has  had  to  clear  up  a  number 
of  sites  in  the  district  on  which  this  illicit  dumping  has  been  carried 
out.  In  conclusion,  however,  I  must  record  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Wednesfield  co-operate  on  a  very  friendly  basis  with  members  of  my 
staff  and  generally  speaking  one  has  found  that  the  personal  approach 
has  accomplished  much  in  effectively  remedying  matters  brought 
to  our  attention. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Chairman  one  wonders  what  1965  holds  in 
respect  to  the  future  of  Wednesfield  and  whether  indeed  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  may  in  a  subsequent  year  realise  their  loss  of  the  personal 
associations  there  now  is  between  elected  members,  officers,  and  the 
burgesses  generally  which  has  operated  to  the  benefit,  development 
and  improvement  of  the  district  as  a  whole. 

I  am  yours  obediently, 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspections  and 
Notices  served,  both  Informal  and  Statutory 


Dwelling  Houses 

Doors,  flue  openings  repaired  .  8 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Eaves  gutter  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Chimney  heads,  flues  repaired  .  .  .  .  1 

Brickwork  repaired,  repointed  .  .  .  6 

Sash  cords,  fasteners  renewed,  windows  repaired  .  18 

Firegrates  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Stucco  work  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Cold  water  storage  tank  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Hot  water  cylinder  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  Closets,  Wash-houses,  etc. 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  .  5 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  .  4 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  .  .  .  .  8 

Drainage 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  .  .  57 

Rain  water  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  1 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  .  .  .  1 

Soil  pipe  connections  made  good  .  .  .  3 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  1 

New  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Sewerage  of  District 

Many  changes  occurred  during  the  year  due  to  the  completion  of 
Section  III  of  The  Sewage  Outfall  Works  which  though  remaining 
“under  stress”  was  more  able  to  deal  with  the  increased  volume  of 
sewage  admitted. 

As  a  consequence  two  major  schemes  of  districts  ewage  were 
undertaken  and  (under  Section  34-38  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  24 
houses  in  Noose  Lane  and  Fibbersley  were  sewered  and  cesspools 
filled  in.  A  further  scheme  for  28  properties  along  “millionaires  row” 
on  the  Lichfield  Road  is  prepared  for  open  tender,  canal  crossing  to 
be  undertaken  by  “open  cut”  during  Canal  Closure. 

Plans  for  sewering  the  entire  industrial  estate  South  of  Neachells 
Bridge  are  in  consultants  hands  and  block  ended  sewers  have  been  laid 
in  anticipation  on  unmade  sections  of  the  highway,  ejector  station 
and  pumphouse  being  located  for  lift  to  the  outfall  works.  These 
improvements  should  be  functional  by  late  1966. 

A  Year  of  Progress 
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Letters  and  Notices  sent  out 


Preliminary  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Statutory  Notices .  . 021 

Letters  (all  works)  .  .  .  .  .  692 


Work  in  Default 

One  case  of  default  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  involving 
repairs  to  properties  resulting  in  a  total  cost  of  £92  of  work.  Account 
awaited. 


Statutory  Notices  sent  out 

Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957  .  1 

Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  .  6 

Section  9  Housing  Act,  1957  .  .  .  .  5 

Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  3 

Section  10,  Housing  Act,  1957  .  1 

Section  17,  Public  Health  Act,  1961  1 

Section  18,  Public  Health  Act,  1961  4 


House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

21  Applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  made  under  the  above 
Act  for  investigation  by  the  department  in  all  cases  for  providing  the 
5  standard  amenities  by  the  installation  of  hot  water  supply,  fixed 
bath  or  shower  and  wash  basin,  provision  of  water  closet  or  relocation, 
and  installation  of  larder. 

Housing  Act,  1964.  Compulsory  Improvement  of  Homes 

I  have  waited  for  this  since  June  8th  1955  when  I  did  submit  to 
the  Council  a  plan  for  Wednesfield’s  Development  incorporating 
houses  to  remove  and  houses  to  improve.  Some  of  the  latter  category 
have  drifted  into  the  former  in  10  years  but  as  a  consequence  of  my 
programmed  approach  I  did  submit  a  suggested  Improvement  x\rea  of 
250  dwellings  at  the  year  end  and  am  undertaking  survey  and 
publicity  on  the  tenanted  properties. 

Of  the  area  chosen  I  would  say  that  it  is  centrally  situated, 
comprises  in  the  main  terraced  property  with  back  additions  which 
lend  themselves  to  “full  standard’’  improvement.  I  note  manufact¬ 
urers  and  Boards  have  signalled  their  favourable  response  to  Ministry 
direct  ive  by  producing  packaged  installations. 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (1)  .  .  2 

Granted  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Refused  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Undertakings  received  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Undertakings  accepted  .  .  .  .  2 

Repairs  completed .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (L)  .  .  .  Nil 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Operable  1st,  January  1964. 

New  legislation  to  protect  cats  and  dogs  boarded  out  requires 
license  from  local  authority  at  a  fee  of  10s.  Od.  No  detailed  standards 
are  as  yet  laid  down,  the  local  authority  decide  on  adequacy  of  food, 
drink,  bedding  and  comfort  conditions  for  animals,  control  of 
contagious  diseases,  fire  precautions,  disinfection  and  disinfestation. 
The  owner  is  required  to  keep  a  register. 

No  establishments  are  situated  in  the  area  as  yet. 

Riding  Establishment  Act,  1964 

Licensing  by  local  authority  on  Veterinary  Surgeons  Certificate, 
improving  standards  obtainable  for  horses  in  pasture  and  stable. 
Again  no  establishments  on  record  in  this  area. 

Children’s  Nightdresses  Regulations  1964 

A  control  welcomed  as  an  aid  to  safety  and  vested  with  the  County 
Council  for  enforcement. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Infectious  disease  cases  which  occurred  within  the  district  during  1964 
necessitated  3  visits  in  this  connection,  appropriate  disinfection  being 
carried  out  upon  removal  to  Hospital  or  termination  of  infective 
period.  In  all  82  sprayings  were  carried  out  including  14  for  wood¬ 
worm.  19  for  ants,  1  for  gnats,  3  for  cockroaches,  5  for  silverhsh,  1  for 
bugs,  2  for  fleas,  2  for  red  mite,  1  stagnant  pool,  20  prior  to  demolition, 
1  for  spiders,  3  for  wasps,  1  for  black  beetles,  1  for  bird  fleas,  1  for 
dragonflies,  3  for  bed  bugs,  5  for  birds  in  roof,  1  for  moles  and  1  for 
carpet  beetle.  Powder  blower  spraying  has  been  carried  out 
regularly  on  the  Ashmore  Park  Tip  area  and  has  been  very  successful 
in  controlling  cricket  infestations. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  154 

Observations  were  maintained  on  Rag  and  Bone  Merchants 
moving  in  your  district  in  regard  to  exchanging  articles  with  children 
under  15  years.  No  offences  noted. 


Water  Sampling 

Two  well  water  samples  taken  during  the  year  revealed  a 
satisfactory  return,  these  being  deep  wells  still  in  operation  on  the 
Sandpits  area. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

Section  9 

Notices  Served  .  .  5 

Outstanding  31.12.64  .  Nil 

Section  10 

One  case  involving  one  property. 

Section  76 — Overcrowding 

Normal  overcrowding  is  almost  non-existent  in  this  area.  Some 
considerable  time  has  been  taken  up  with  overcrowding  in  immigrant 
houses  but  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  powers  contained 
within  the  Housing  Act  of  1961.  (See  houses  in  multi  occupation.) 


REPORT  ON  SLUM  CLEARANCE  ACTIVITY  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Following  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act  of 
1954  which  required  under  Section  1  thereof  an  estimate  of  the  Slum 
Clearance  Requirements  and  proposals  for  the  Urban  District  some 
588  properties  were  thus  scheduled.  To  date  the  following  135 
properties  remain  to  be  dealt  with  most  of  which  are  those  contained 
in  your  Central  Development  Area  which  demolition  has  commenced 
and  redevelopment  is  on  hand. 

• 

During  the  year  2  new  areas  were  submitted,  1 1  areas  being  dealt 
with  altogether,  involving  some  110  properties  in  all. 

6  Individually  Unfit  properties  were  represented,  12  Council 
owned  unfit  properties  were  certified  unfit  by  Certificate  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  3  properties  were 
demolished  by  negotiation  without  the  requirement  of  Housing  Act 
procedure. 

A  total  of  55  premises  were  owned  by  the  local  authority  in  the 
Central  Development  Area  and  remain  to  be  dealt  with  as  at  31st 
December  1964. 


Remaining  to  be  dealt  with  are  : — 

Individually  Unfit 

“Glenview,”  Noose  Lane,  Wednesfield 

1,  Noose  Lane,  Wednesfield  . 

“Rose  Cottage,”  “Grasmere” 

“Meadow  View,”  “George’s” . 

“Trentham  Cottage,”  Watery  Lane . 

Wood  Hayes  Farm 
449-451  Lichfield  Road 


Total  10 

1965  Subject  to  reinspection 

— do — 

Tie  in  with  new  Link  Road 
— do — - 
— do — - 

1966  Subject  to  reinspection 

— do- — - 


It  is  quite  possible  that  other  premises  may  need  to  be  brought  to 
your  attention  as  suitable  for  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  following 
enquiries  now  being  undertaken  in  respect  of  improvement  property 
under  the  Housing  Act  of  1964. 

Comprehensive  Development  Area  Total  125  (55  belong  to  U.D.C.). 

The  deficiences  in  rehousing  were  materially  eased  during  the  year 
a  total  of  51  units  being  made  available  in  the  period,  thus  allowing  the 
tempo  of  activity  to  be  maintained.  60  families  were  displaced  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  2  new  orders  were  submitted,  1  receiving 
Ministerial  Confirmation  by  year  end.  I  itemise  progress  overleaf. 


No.  of  Area 

Submitted 

Houses 

Ministry  App. 

Vacant  Demolished 

Lichfield  Road  No.  2 

28.1.59 

5 

Negotiation 

100% 

— • 

Wood  End  No.  5 
(Clearance  Order)  (E) 

29.4.59 

14 

Yes 

93% 

80% 

Hickman  Street 

No.  3  (C.P.O.)  (E) 

25.2.62 

45 

Yes 

100% 

100% 

Wood  End  No.  7 
(Clearance  Order)  (E) 

16.7.62 

7 

Yes  (excluding 
Noah's  Ark) 

100% 

100% 

Wood  End  No.  8 
(Clearance  Order) 

25.7.62 

8 

Yes 

100% 

100% 

Hadleys  Fold 
(Open  Market  C.P.O.) 

29.9.62 

5 

Yes 

100% 

— 

Lichfield  Road  No.  3 
(Clearance  Order) 

20.11.63 

9 

Yes 

100% 

100% 

Lichfield  Road  No.  4 
(Clearance  Order) 

20.11.63 

5 

Yes 

100% 

100% 

New  Street  No.  1  (E) 
(Compulsory  Purchase) 

30.10.63 

54 

Yes 

24% 

— 

Well  Lane  No.  1 
(Clearance  Order) 

17.2.64 

4 

Yes 

100% 

— 

Well  Lane  No.  2 
(Clearance  Order) 

31.10.64 

3 

Awaited 

_____ 

_ 
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In  approved  areas  where  enquiries  were  held  indicated  above  by 
(E)  the  main  source  of  objection  again  appeared  to  be  the  purported 
attitude  of  the  Local  Authority  to  the  small  business  people  contained 
within  the  areas  and  the  apparent  disregard  to  meet  a  moral  relocation 
of  obligation. 

The  final  steps  (125  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Central  Development 
Area)  must  of  necessity  for  comprehensive  development,  include 
MORE  small  industries  and  shopkeepers  than  hitherto  encountered 
and  I  can  only  once  again  affirm  my  reports  as  submitted  since  1958 
that  greater  regard  to  these  industrialists  should  be  exercised  by  the 
formulating  of  some  reasonable  proposals  for  their  future  existence  or 
they  must  go  out  of  existence. 

Remove  this  source  of  appeal  and  the  pace  of  redevelopment 
envisaged  on  this  area  CAN  BE  MET  in  a  prescribed  time. 

Precautions  before  demolition. 

20  dwellings  were  thoroughly  disinfested,  such  treatment  proving 
a  highly  successful  prelude  to  the  demolition,  closure  or  removal  of 
tenants. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1961 
Houses  in  Multi  Occupation 

There  has  over  the  year  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
multi-occupied  properties  throughout  the  district,  such  increase 
warranting  continual  supervision.  Some  89  such  properties  are  now 
known  to  exist.  Not  all  houses  are  overcrowded  however,  the  figure 
being  approximately  60  based  on  survey.  48  Direction  Orders  were 
served  in  accordance  with  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1961. 

Fortunately  it  has  been  possible  to  keep  a  very  close  check  on  new 
properties  so  occupied  due  to  the  fact  that  95%  of  the  owners  have 
bought  their  houses  with  the  aid  of  a  Council  Mortgage. 

One  property  was  provided  with  a  fire  escape — voluntarily  fitted 
by  the  owner. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  Management  Order. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Milk 

Pasteurised  12 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  .  4 

Sterilised  .  8 

Total  .  24  All  genuine 
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General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  83 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  57 

Number  of  samples  adulterated .  6 


Classification  of  General  Foods 

Royal  Game  Soup 
Curried  beef  and  vegetables 
Pork  sausage  with 

preservative  (2  samples) 
Plain  Flour 
Hot  pepper  pickle 
Creamed  Coconut 
Carrot  Juice 
Parsley  Sauce 
Damsons  in  heavy  syrup 
Cheese  sandwich  biscuits 
Instant  Coffee  (2  samples) 
Potted  Ham 
Lard  (3  samples) 

Baby  Food 

Cod  Fillets  in  Parsley  Gravy 

Mint  Sauce 

Malt  Vinegar 

Dairy  Cream 

Raspberry  Pie  Filling 

Strawberry  Jam 

Pear  Quarters  in  Heavy  Syrup 

Salad  Cream 

Apple  Sauce  and  Apricots 
Dessicated  Coconut 
Groundnut  Oil 
Cooking  Oil 
Cream  Sherry 

Beef  Sausage  with  Preservative 
Cod  Roe 


Roboline 
Margarine 
Batter  Drop  mix 
Sweetened  shortcake  mixture 
Apricot  and  yellow  plum  jam 
Military  Pickle 
Blackcurrant  flavour  jelly 
Apricot  wine 
Special  toffee 

Boned  Chicken  and  chicken 

jelly  (2  samples) 

Luncheon  Meat 
Glace  Cherries 

Baked  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 
Coffee  Flavoured  Nightcap 
Lemon  Pie  Filling 
Chopped  Pork 

Strawberry  Milk  Shake  Syrup 
Custard  Flavoured  Tart  Filling 
Shandy 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Mixed  Fruit  Jam 

Instant  Jelly 

Cream  of  Chicken  Soup 

Parkin 

Apricot  Jam 

Beef  Steak  with  Gravy 

Prunes  in  Syrup 

Frying  Oil 

Lemon  Curd 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

43C/H — Plain  Flour — Formal 

Deficient  in  iron  and  vitamin  B.l  Explanation  accepted. 

48  C/H— Carrot  Juice — Formal 

Excessive  insoluble  solids,  Labels  amended, 

no  added  salt,  no  statement 
regarding  amount  of  vitamin  A 


70  C/J — Chopped  Pork — Formal 

Should  contain  95%  Meat.  Manufacturers  instructed  that 

15.1  deficient  product  must  comply  with 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

49  C/N — Cream  of  Chicken  Soup — Formal 
27.8%  deficient  of  proper  prop-  Investigations  proceeding, 
ortion  of  lean  chicken  meat. 

51  C/N — Parkin — Formal 

Deficient  of  its  proper  proportion  Labels  amended, 
of  butter  fat. 

53  C/N — Beef  Steak  with  Gravy — Formal 

Should  contain  75%  meat  and  is  Explanation  accepted. 

6.8%  deficient  of  its  proper 
proportion  of  meat. 

Mobile  Vehicles 

These  continue  to  poach  on  housing  estates  and  are  now  an 
accepted  way  of  life  for  the  harassed  housewife  having  created  regular 
rounds  and  stopping  places,  opinion  being  expressed  that  these  are 
providing  a  need  for  the  families  not  near  shops.  This  argument 
falls  to  the  ground  now  that  new  permanent  shops  are  in  operation. 
The  difficulty  of  lack  of  registration  and  control  does  not  help  the 
trading  atmosphere  of  the  district  generally  and  mitigates  strongly 
against  economics  where  highly  rented,  static  premises  must 
undoubtedly  suffer. 

Restrictive  trading  on  market  days  has  been  overcome  by  the 
mobiles  they  finding  a  flaw  in  the  law  by  virtue  of  licence  requirement. 
Hawkers  Licences  are  now  far  too  easy  to  acquire  and  encompass 
too  much  territory. 

I  feel  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  contin¬ 
uing  his  short  sighted  outlook  towards  this  problem  in  not  producing 
legislation  for  mobile  vehicle  control  by  placing  the  registration  and 
licensing  squarely  into  the  hands  of  the  local  authority  in  which  they 
trade.  Lack  of  uniformity  by  authorities  continues  to  impede  a 
progressive  approach  to  this  subject. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

A  further  smoke  control  area  was  presented  during  the  year 
involving  some  1377  dwellings  and  180  acres  to  bring  to  area  under 
control  to  approximately  37%  of  the  district.  An  appointed  day  of 
July  1965  was  recommended,  hopefully  as  it  turned  out — a  panicky 
Circular  69/63  cast  serious  doubts  on  the  fuel  supply  position  and  did 
as  I  correctly  forecast  lead  to  a  clouding  of  the  issue  in  46/64  (dated 
14th  August,  1964)  which  designated  new  dwellings  to  those  built 
after  August  16th  1964,  not  July  5th  1956. 
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Further  confusion  arose  due  to  the  hint  in  Circular  69/63 
regarding  increased  grant  arrangements,  these  being  amplified  in  46/64 
by  the  Ministry  tolerating  exchequer  contributions  to  ‘  'non-manda¬ 
tory"  grants,  realising  that  owner/occupiers  would  face  an  increased 
3/10ths  and  applications  for  100%  grants  from  hardship  cases  could 
easily  rocket  on  the  local  authority. 

The  whole  situation  in  Wednesfield  was  subject  to  reappraisable 
and  “limited  freedom  of  choice”  was  offered  AT  THIS  TIME  THERE 
BEING  NO  PATTERN  OF  MAXIMUM  COSTS  ACCEPTABLE 
FOR  GRANT  LAID  DOWN  BY  THE  MINISTRY,  a  point  taken  up 
with  them  nationally  resulting  in  a  White  Paper  at  year  end  to 
discuss  fuel  supply  position  relative  to  revised  grant  arrangement. 

So  far  as  I  see  it  if  the  supply  of  smokeless  fuel  is  doubtful  locally 
the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  locally.  In  my  district  smokeless 
fuel  is  assured  and  Byelaw  28a  has  operated  since  June,  1958  and  I 
did  recommend  a  new  “appointed  day”  (1.12.65.)  and  “limited 
freedom  of  choice’  ’  in  No.  6  Area  on  those  grounds.  If  the  availability 
is  in  question  and  there  is  no  byelaw  control  on  approved  appliances 
in  “new  dwellings”  as  defined  in  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  districts  may 
have  to  face  “no  solid  fuel  fires”  decisions  and  must  pay  accordingly. 

No,  Wednesfield  will  not  “contract  out”  of  smoke  control  and  the 
measures  adopted  in  my  recommendation  for  Smoke  Control  Area 
No.  6  will  “bridge  the  gap”  between  the  coke  supply  decrease  and  the 
mass  migration  to  liquid  or  gaseous  fuels  should  steady  by  the  time 
my  Council  are  ready  for  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  7  in  1967  when  I 
feel  the  National  Coal  Board  will  have  solved  distribution  difficulties 
(Lovel,  Coalite,  Sunbrite,  Rexco)  speeded  up  new  fuel  manufacture 
(Roomheat  and  Homehre)  and  have  vital  plant  fully  operational. 

A  sting  in  the  tail  was  provided  by  Circular  60/64  which  ruled 
out  direct  acting  electric  space  heaters  for  grant  attractions. 

Industry  moved  along  slowly  during  the  year  by  virtue  of  severe 
economic  fluctuations,  most  clean  air  installations  having  high 
capital  outlays  with  little  or  no  return,  no  Government  help  and 
presenting  enormous  waste  disposal  problems. 

A  new  aluminium  swarf  dryer,  gas  fired  with  gas  flame  after 
burner  was  installed  at  a  local  metalworks.  A  scrap  metal  refining 
furnace  changed  to  oil  firing  and  120'  stack  provided.  Wet  scrubbers 
were  installed  at  a  phosphor-bronze  refining  works  and  one  company 
changed  from  underfeed  to  oil-firing  (110ft.  stack)  for  heating 
purposes. 

Oxide  fumes  continue  to  present  the  major  pollution  problems 
of  the  district. 

One  case  of  contravention  of  a  smoke  control  order  was  reported 
and  strong  warning  letter  sent. 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  1964 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Four  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  period  and  in  all 
cases  strong  warning  letters  were  sent. 


Type  of  Food  Shops  in  the  Urban  District  182 

Grocers  .  77 

Greengrocers  .  34 

Butchers  .  30 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  10 

Cafes  .  4 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  .  8 

Fishmongers  .  8 

Off-Licenses  .  4 

Chemists  .  6 

Bakery  .  1 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Regular  inspections  were  maintained  throughout  the  year,  the 
general  standard  remaining  high.  It  was  not  found  necessary  for 
the  service  of  any  notices,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  verbal 
warnings  in  regard  to  smoking  offences  and  for  not  wearing  proper 
protective  clothing. 

Meat  Inspection 

100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
meeting  as  far  as  practicable  the  standards  detailed  within  the  1963 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  tuberculosis  was  again  absent  as  also 
was  cysticercus  bovis. 

Slaughtering  recommenced  towards  the  end  of  January  following 
extensive  alteration  and  renovation  such  work  having  been  carried 
out  over  the  previous  5  months  in  order  to  bring  the  slaughterhouse 
to  the  required  standards  necessary  for  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  not  of  the  Nature  or  Substance  or  Quality  Demanded 

Several  cases  arose  during  the  year  which  necessitated  report  to 
Health  Committees  and  the  general  summary  is  appended  herewith. 

1.  Tin  of  Sliced  Beans  containing  wasp. 

Investigations  suggested  lack  of  adequate  inspection  of 
products  during  manufacture. 


34 


2.  Pork  Pie — Containing  Mould 

Neglect  of  rotational  sale. 

3.  Bitter  taste  in  Corned  Beef 

Analysis  showed  no  possible  cause  for  complaint. 

4.  Peaches  containing  fruit  fly  maggot. 

No  explanation  available,  stringent  precautions  are 
maintained  throughout  the  factory. 

5.  Milk  containing  mould  growth. 

Complete  neglect  on  behalf  of  the  Dairy.  This  offence 
led  to  Court  action  as  this  was  the  second  instance  in  which 
the  Dairy  had  defaulted. 

6.  Milk  containing  fly. 

Once  again  a  case  of  neglect  resulting  in  the  Summary 
Action. 

7.  Mineral  Water  containing  hair  grip. 

Lack  of  adequate  supervision  at  the  bottling  plant. 

8.  Cake  Mix  containing  finger  stall. 

It  was  suggested  that  this  complaint  was  probably  the 
deliberate  work  of  a  disgruntled  operative.  It  is  the  strict 
rule  of  the  Management  that  no  person  wearing  jewellery  or 
with  any  bandage  etc.,  be  employed  on  filling  operations. 

9.  Tinned  Tomatoes  with  high  metallic  content. 

A  large  imported  consignment  of  tinned  tomatoes  were 
withdrawn  from  sale  after  approaches  were  made  proving 
that  they  had  a  high  metallic  content  just  short  of  the  legal 
limit.  Investigations  by  the  importers  subsequently  showed 
a  defect  at  the  cannery  in  Italy. 

10.  Tomatoe  Sauce  having  abnormal  taste. 

Analysis  showed  the  presence  of  almond  essence. 
Thorough  investigation  was  made  to  determine  the  possible 
cause  but  with  no  success. 

11.  Tin  of  Peaches  containing  large  beetle. 

Evidence  suggested  that  the  only  possible  means  of  access 
was  at  the  canning  plant  in  South  Africa. 
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12.  Bottle  of  Sauterne  containing  paraffin. 

Analysis  of  the  bottle  and  contents  showed  that  the  cork 
was  impregnated  with  paraffin  suggesting  that  the  cork  had 
been  used  on  a  previous  occasion  for  sealing  a  paraffin 
bottle. 

13.  Sliced  Loaf  containing  oil. 

Due  to  contamination  of  the  dough  during  its  passage 
along  the  conveyor  belts. 

14.  Custard  Pie  containing  bolt. 

No  possible  reason  for  this  complaint  was  submitted,  the 
firm  pointing  out  that  all  their  machinery  was  in  full  working 
order,  none  having  a  bolt  missing. 

15.  Bottle  of  Stout  containing  mould. 

Obviously  due  to  inadequate  bottle  washing  and  inspec¬ 
tion  of  cleaned  bottles  aggravated  due  to  dark  colour  of 
glass. 

Strong  warning  letters  were  sent  in  respect  to  case  No.  1,  2,  4,  8, 
9,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  Summary  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect 
to  Case  nos.  5  and  6  which  resulted  in  fines  of  £20  Os.  Od.  and  5  guineas 
costs  and  £15.  Os.  Od.  with  5  guineas  costs  respectively. 

Insufficient  evidence  was  forthcoming  in  the  other  cases  and  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

Three  other  cases  were  reported  to  the  Department  but  were  not 
followed  up  due  to  lack  of  evidence. 

It  is  to  be  recorded  that  18  cases  were  reported  this  year  as 
opposed  to  only  8  the  previous  one.  This  I  feel  suggests  that  the 
general  public  are  becoming  more  co-operative  in  assisting  the  Public 
Health  Departments  to  fight  the  neglect  and  apathy  which  still  exists 
within  certain  branches  of  the  food  industry,  thus  ensuring  a  better 
and  more  wholesome  product  for  their  consumption. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 

1  am  pleased  to  report  that  at  no  time  was  it  necessary  to  issue 
warnings  to  any  person  for  the  depositing  of  crates  of  bottles  on  the 
public  highway. 
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Sheep — No.  ot  carcases  inspected .  407 
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Part  carcase  or  offals  .  .  Nil 

Carcase  to  Refrigeration  .  .  Nil 

Percentage  of  cattle  .....  10% 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed 

58 

Nil 

2 

407 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

58 

Nil 

2 

407 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci.  Whole  carcas¬ 
es  condemned  . 

_ 

_ _ 

. 

_ . 

.  _ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

7 

— - 

- — - 

42 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cystic- 
ercosis 

12.75% 

0% 

0% 

9.6% 

0% 

0% 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole  carc¬ 
ases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  tuberculosis 

o 

^  o 

0% 

0% 

o% 

0% 

— 

Cysticereosis.  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condem¬ 
ned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 
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Food  Inspection 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  undermentioned  items  of  food 
have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Fish  Roes  .  149-lb.  12-oz. 

Luncheon  Meat .  7-oz. 

Cooked  Ham  .  84-lb. 

Tinned  Tomatoes  .  13-lb.  4J-ozs. 

Idnned  Fruits  (Various)  .  52-lb.  10-oz. 

Tinned  Salmon  .  14-oz. 

Tinned  Beans  .  2-lb.  13J-oz. 

Tinned  Peas  .  1-lb.  9-oz. 

Tinned  Pork  .  118-lb. 

Tinned  Rice  .  1-lb.  5Joz. 

Tinned  Hamburgers  .  .  15J-oz. 

Corned  Beef  .  .  .  123-lb.  6J-oz. 

Jellied  Veal  .  .  .  10-lb. 

Stewed  Steak  .  .  .  4-lb.  13-oz. 

Tinned  Orange  Juice  .  .  1-lb.  3-oz. 

Tinned  Soup  .  .  .  15-oz. 

Minced  Beef  .  .  .  154-oz. 

Evaropated  Milk  .  .  10-pints. 

Neck  and  Clod  English  Beef  .  42-lbs. 

Brisket  Beef  .  .  .  4-lb. 


The  reason  for  condemnation  being  leaking  and  damaged  tins, 
decomposition  and  putrefaction. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  area,  the  manufacture 
of  this  commodity  now  being  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the  larger 
companies  and  sampling  of  their  commodity  at  periodical  intervals 
revealed  that  a  high  standard  had  been  maintained  both  in  manufac¬ 
ture  and  distribution. 

All  shops  were  maintained  in  conformity  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  Hygiene  tests  have  been  carried  out  particularly  on 
soft  ice  cream  machines. 

Wednesfield’s  Open  Market 

This  has  continued  to  progress  throughout  the  year  and  main¬ 
tained  a  high  standard.  No  open  food  is  sold  on  the  market  as  such 
but  6  permanent  stalls  are  erected  on  the  periphery  of  the  market  site 
and  are  occupied  solely  by  food  purveyors,  2  being  for  butchers'  meat, 
one  confectionery,  1  fish,  1  poultry  and  1  snack  bar.  All  are  equipped 
with  refrigerated  displays,  sinks  and  hot  water  systems  and  have 
considerably  improved  the  tempo  of  activity  on  the  market.  A 
further  6  stalls  are  now  set  for  erection. 
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Fish  and  Chip  Saloons 

There  are  now  8  registered  saloons  in  the  district.  2  new  licenses 
were  issued,  32  visits  were  made. 

Mortuary 

During  the  year  a  total  of  56  bodies  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Council’s  Mortuary  and  post-mortem  results  revealed  the  following 
causes  of  death  : — 


Pneumonia  3 

Coronary  Thrombosis  .  23 

Gas  Poisoning  .  .  .  3 

Heart  Failure  .  .  .  16 

Injury  and  Shock  3 

Other  .  8 


Litter  Act,  1958 

During  the  year  under  review  4  cases  of  “deposition  of  litter  in 
a  place  in  the  open  air  to  which  the  public  are  entitled  or  permitted 
to  have  access  without  payment’’  occurred.  4  motor  vehicles  were 
removed,  an  ever  increasing  problem  of  our  affluent  society. 

In  all  cases  this  authority  issued  warnings. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

2  premises  are  licensed  in  this  connection,  conditions  being 
maintained  very  satisfactor  ly.  4  visits  were  made. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1984 

This  Act  is  to  come  into  force  on  April  1st  1965  and  repeals  all 
existing  requirements  and  local  enactments,  streamlining  the  approach 
to  registration. 

Itinerants 

The  true  romany  gives  no  trouble  but  tatters  made  34  incursions 
into  the  district  during  the  year  and  in  16  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  forcibly  eject  them,  failing  co-operation  on  their  part  in  moving. 

Two  sites  only  provided  the  main  stopping  off  place  for  them,  but 
later  during  the  year  one  of  these  sites  was  made  virtually  inaccessible 
by  the  dumping  of  road  chippings  by  the  Council.  The  other  site  at 
the  moment  still  presents  some  problem,  its  access  also  being  access  to 
private  houses,  however  partial  tipping  has  now  been  carried  out 
which  should  make  the  site  more  inaccessible  to  the  tatters. 


41 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Activity  continues  on  the  control  of  pests  ;  good  co-operation  is 
operating  between  the  department  with  factories  and  schools,  and  in 
the  carrying  out  of  periodic  sewer  treatment,  such  treatment  reveals 
that  the  district  is  not  suffering  from  any  serious  infestation  but  only 
sporadic  infestations  are  revealed  in  new  development  areas  on  the 
fringe  of  the  populated  areas.  The  following  tables  give  details  of 
activity  undertaken. 

Two  contracts  are  maintained  in  the  sum  of  £70  Os.  Od.  per 
annum.  A  total  of  £103.  Os.  Od.  was  collected  by  treatment  of 
business  premises. 

I  have  found  contractual  treatment  to  be  highly  successful, 
monthly  visits  being  maintained  and  possible  severe  outbreaks  being 
caught  at  an  early  stage.  I  would  like  to  see  agreement  with  many 
more  premises  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  a  severe  outbreak  began  on  a  new  building  site 
and  was  being  controlled  with  difficulty  at  year  end.  The  fault  lay 
with  the  ineffective  supervision  on  site  by  the  firm  concerned  and 
drew  notices  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
regarding  subfloor  back  filling. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
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MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
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Business  Premises  .  128  rats  23  mice 

Private  Dwellings  .  200  ,,  102  ,, 

Urban  District  Council  Premises  40  ,,  10 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1958 

Two  slaughtermen  were  licensed  in  the  district.  None  are 
licensed  to  slaughter  horses. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1983 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  1963,  became  operative  on  1st  August,  1964. 

The  response  by  premises  situated  in  the  district  to  the  registra¬ 
tion  requirements  of  the  Act  proved  most  satisfactory,  although  there 
are  still  a  number  who  seem  to  be  oblivious  of  their  responsibilities  of 
registration  and  in  fact  appear  to  know  nothing  of  the  Acts  existence. 

From  initial  inspections  carried  out,  the  general  standard  has 
proved  very  good,  the  only  shortcomings  in  many  cases  being  the 
absence  of  thermometers  and  first  aid  boxes. 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 

Number  of 
Premises 
Inspected 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Number  of 
Notices 
(sent  out) 

Offices  . 

19 

7 

167 

Nil 

Retail  Shops 

109 

80 

409 

50 

Wholesale  Shops  \ 

Warehouses  / 

3 

1 

36 

1 

Catering  Establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public 

20 

.) 

218 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 

6 

1 

27 

Nil 

Total 

157 

91 

857 

53 
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Shops  Act,  1950 

328  shops  are  on  the  register  of  the  Urban  District  all  being 
satisfactorily  maintained  against  the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act; 
182  are  food  shops,  the  remaining  being  provided  as  follows  : — 

Drapery,  Millinery,  Haberdashery .  .  24 

Wireless,  Cycle,  T.V.  and  Electric  Stores .  12 

Hairdressing  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Tobacconists  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Newsagent,  Tobacco  .  .  .  21 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  .  .  .  7 

Hardware  and  Ironmongery  .  .  6 

Dry  Cleaners  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Post  Offices  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairers,  Jewellery  .  1 

Corn  Stores  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pet  Shops  .  .  .  2 

Libraries  .  .  .  .  4 

Gas  Appliances  .  .  .  .  1 

Garden  Tools  and  Timber  .  .  .  1 

Toys,  Perambulators .  .  .  .  2 

Wallpaper,  Paints  .  .  .  .  4 

Footwear  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Outfitters*  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Laundrette  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Certain  of  the  above  combine  trades  under  one  roof.  All  were 
conducted  satisfactorily  under  the  Shops  Act  legislation. 

Continual  Sunday  trading  observations  have  been  made  in  respect 
to  Shops  Act  legislation  as  such  and  no  extreme  contravention  has 
been  observed  during  the  year  under  review. 


Population 

Rough  figures  and  estimates  are  maintained  in  regard  to  the 
estimated  population  of  the  district  incorporating  the  influx  popula¬ 
tion  as  a  result  of  Overspill  Building  Scheme,  and  agreement  with 
the  County  Council  and  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 
I  estimate  the  population  of  the  district  at  the  year  end  to  be  36,250. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

The  Table  (Page  00)  reveals  that  the  tempo  of  activity  under  the 
Act  has  been  increased  throughout  the  year  although  known 
contraventions  have  been  remedied  without  recourse  to  prosecution 
being  mainly  in  newly  enlarged  businesses. 

The  variety  of  trades  and  new  development  has  taken  place  in  an 
ordered  manner  on  your  southern  area  thus  keeping  industry  in  this 
zone.  The  general  standard  remains  high  and  with  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  light  industry  particularly  warehousing  in  the  area  employment 
has  been  found  for  many  displaced  by  demolition  schemes. 

With  the  new  extension  to  the  sewage  works  completed  and 
further  proposals  under  way  definite  steps  can  be  taken  by  indust¬ 
rialists  in  relocating  within  the  area  and  this  is  reflected  by  the 
wholesale  removal  of  2  firms  from  neighbouring  authorities  to 
Wednesfield. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Factories  Act  1937 

1. —INSPECTIONS 


for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
Including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Number  of 

Premises 

Factories 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

no 

62 

8 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

35 

12 

4 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  or  building  and ' 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworker’s  premises). 

If) 

16 

Total 

161 

90 

12 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

4 

4 

— - 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

• — 

— - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

— 

(6)  unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

4 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

13 

11 

— 

— 

Outworkers  numbered  8,  2  boxmakers,  5  apparel  repairers,  and  1  jewel  setter,  all 
of  which  are  maintained  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year 


48 


